years of continuous toil, patience, intelligence, honesty,
character, determination, prudence, the stork on the roofl
What more do you want? Why, there's nothing loftier than
that; and from that standpoint they are beginning to judge
the whole world and to punish the guilty; that is, any who
are ever so little unlike them. Well, so that's the point: I
would rather waste my substance in the Russian style or grow
rich at roulette. I don't care to be Goppe and Co. in five
generations. I want money for myself, and I don't look upon
myself as something subordinate to capital and necessary to
it. I know that I have been talking awful nonsense, but, never
mind, such are my convictions."

"I don't know whether there is much truth in what you have
been saying," said the General thoughtfully, "but I do know
you begin to give yourself insufferable airs as soon as you are
permitted to forget yourself in the least ..."

As his habit was, he broke off without finishing. If our
General began to speak of anything in the slightest degree more
important than his ordinary everyday conversation, he never
finished his sentences. The Frenchman listened carelessly with
rather wide-open eyes; he had scarcely understood anything
of what I had said. Polina gazed with haughty indifference.
She seemed not to hear my words, or anything else that was
said that day at table.

CHAPTER V
SHE was unusually thoughtful, but directly we got up from
table she bade me escort her for a walk. We took the
children and went into the park towards the fountain.
As I felt particularly excited, I blurted out the crude and
stupid question: why the Marquis de Grieux, our Frenchman,
no longer escorted her when she went out anywhere, and did
not even speak to her for days together.
"Because he is a rascal," she answered me strangely.
I had never heard her speak like that of De Grieux, and I
received it in silence, afraid to interpret her irritability.
"Have you noticed that he is not on good terms with the
General to-day?"
"You want to know what is the matter?" she answered